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IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please add the following claims. 



5. A sensor system comprising: 

a sensor modulahaving a sensor module power input and an output for 
supplying a sensor module output; 

a sensor module pAwer-supply switch for switching on or off a supply of 
electrical power to said sensor module power input; 

a control circuit for receiving and processing said sensor module output and 
providing a processed output;Wd 

said control circuit including means for detecting completion of reception 
of said sensor module output andifor turning off said sensor module power-supply 
switch in response to the detectim of completion and prior to said control circuit 
processing said sensor module ouraut. 



6. The sensor system of clair^5 wherein: 
said sensor module includes: 

a sensor element; and 

a sensing circuit for processing an output signal from said 
sensor element to provide said sensor module output and for 
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outputting an outflut indicating signal signifying a start of output of 
said sensor moduli output; 


said control circuit including: 

a data line swHch controlling power to a data line receiving 
said sensor module output to enable reading of said sensor module 
output; and 

a data line contrdft means for setting said data line switch to 
enable reading of said sensor module output in response to receiving 
said output indicating sigr 

7. The sensor system of cla&i 6 wherein said data lin^control means sets 
said data line switch to disable reading said sensor module output in response to the 
detection of completion and prior to\pid control circuit processing said sensor 
module output. 


8. The sensor system of claim 7 wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for sending ou|an emission to be sensed by said sensor 
element; and 
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said sensing circuit including a drive circuit producing a drive signal for 
driving said emitting eleme\it and driving generation of said output indicating 
signal. 

9. The sensor system oA:laim 8 wherein said drive signal and said output 
indicating signal are formed of a number of pulses and said data line control means 
recognizes completion of said number of pulses to set said data line switch to 
enable reading of said sensor module output. 

10. The sensor system of claim 8 wherein said emitting element is a light 
generating device and said sensor element is a light detecting device. 


11. The sensor system of claim wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for sending o]|t an emission to be sensed by said sensor 
element; and 

said sensing circuit including a first Wtput supplying said output indicating 
signal and a second output for a drive circi^t to output a drive signal for driving 
said emitting element. 


4 


F646lsupamOI.»pd 


F-6461 


Ser. No. 09/516,718 


12. The sensor systemlpf claim 11 wherein said emitting element is a light 
generating device and said sensor element is a light detecting device. 

13. The sensor system of^laim 7 wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for sending out an emission of light to be sensed by said 

sensor element; 

said sensing circuit including a drive circuit to output a drive signal for 
driving said emitting element; and 

said sensor element is a light detection device. 

14. A sensor system comprising: 
a sensor module including: 

a sensor element; and 

a sensing circuit for processing an output signal from said 
sensor element to provide a sensor mocmle output and for outputting 
an output indicating signal signifying a ^rt of output of said sensor 
module output; and 


a control circuit for receiving and processing said sensor module output and 
providing a processed output, said control circuit irapluding: 
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a data line switSh controlling power to a data line receiving 
said sensor module outp(pt to enable reading of said sensor module 
output; and 

a data line controlftneans for setting said data line switch to 
enable reading of said sensor module output in response to receiving 
said output indicating sigr 

15. The sensor system of cla&n 14 wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for sending out an emission to be sensed by said sensor 

element; 

said sensing circuit including arrive circuit producing a drive signal for 
driving said emitting element and drivyig generation of said output indicating 
signal. 

16. The sensor system of claim 14^herein: 

said control circuit include means fo^ detecting completion of reception of 
said sensor module output; and 

said data line control means sets said d^ line switch to disable reading said 
sensor module output in response to the detection of completion and prior to said 
control circuit processing said sensor module (mtput. 
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17. The sensor system of claim 16 wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for\ending out an emission to be sensed by said sensor 

element; and 1 

said sensing circuit includang a drive circuit producing a drive signal for 
driving said emitting element andidriving generation of said output indicating 
signal. ^ . . , , . _ 

18. The sensor system of claim w wherein said drive signal and said output 
indicating signal are formed of a numberM pulses and said data line control means 
recognizes completion of said number ol pulses to set said data line switch to 
enable reading of said sensor module output. 

19. The sensor system of claim 17 wherein said emitting element is a light 
generating device and said sensor element is a light detecting device. 

20. The sensor system of claim 16 wherein said sensor module includes: 
an emitting element for sending out an emisston to be sensed by said sensor 

element; and \ 
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